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Choice is the prevalent phenomenon and necessary behaviors in the field of 
higher education. From the perspective of choice, higher education is the history of 
higher education choice, the history of increasing main bodies of higher education 
choice, the history of changing objects and environment of higher education choice, 
the history of alternately changing between decentralization and concentration of 
higher education subjective choice, the history of persistent struggle between diverse 
main bodies to win higher education choice as well as the one of ceaseless evolution 
and choice of  higher education structure and function stimulated by individual and 
social needs. It has special meaning for people’s subjective choice to the production 
and development of higher education： To some extent, under our historical 
background and current circumstances, the characteristics of higher education are 
dependant on the decision making of higher education. Hence, it has great 
significance for circumstantially development of the theory of higher education choice 
by researching systematically and unveiling the nature and law of higher education 
choice. 
Based on the methodology of complexity thinking, multi-disciplinary research and 
historical comparison, and under the guidance of system science and dialectical 
materialism, this paper uses the theories and methods of choice study and higher 
education study, and explores some theoretical propositions such as the theoretical 
pivot of research on higher education choice, the selectivity of higher education 
evolution, regularity, nature and features of HE choice, the main select components of 
higher education choice and its relationship, the complexity thinking of higher 
education choice and so on. On the basis of above analysis, this paper constructs a 
cursory analytical framework of study on higher education choice.Through research 
and exploration, the following conclusions were made: First, higher education is a 
complex continuous process, and thus we are only able to predict elastically and try to 
control its boundaries. Second, the formation of higher education is a result of 
stimulation of the development of our society, which reflects human being’s choice 
making process. Third, higher education choice is restricted and controlled by 
statistical and nonlinear educational practice. The choice of main bodies and 
educational law are unified in the endless development of higher education, and they 













a choice making process on relationships, which is focused on the relationships of the 
objects and subjects, not the objects and subjects themselves; Higher education choice 
is not in the form of an individual’s choice, it is rather the choice of the society. The 
process of formation of higher education choice is the formation of the higher 
education practice as well as the creation of the primary goal of higher education. 
Fifth, any individual or group that can benefit from higher education system should 
have the opportunity to make choice . An ecological relationship should be established 
among the main bodies of higher education choice. Sixth, since higher education 
choice is rather complicated, we have to get out of the hedge of the simple linear 
thinking, reductionism thinking, entity thoughts and static thinking. We should learn 
to use nonlinear thinking, holistic mind, relational thinking and process thinking to 
examine the complex higher education, so as to realize the breakthrough, innovation 
and even inquiry of higher education. 
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